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Congressional candidate Sal
Pace showed that he knew his
crowd by bringing up broad-
band coverage as the first issue
in his comments to a Ouray
County crowd at Cimarron
Books and Coffee on Saturday.
Pace is running as a Democrat
for the Third Congressional
District of Colorado.

Pace said as a state represen-
tative he is involved with trying
to create a statewide fund for
broadband like the fund that
brought telephone service to
rural Colorado. "I will make
funding broadband my top pri-
ority in Congress," Pace told the
Plaindealer. He said that if
Ouray had broadband, many
more business owners could
move here and set up shop.
Asked about Qwest not com-
pleting the broadband service to
Silverton, Pace said that was
"unacceptable."

Pace's presentation con-
tained frequent references to
his disagreements with incum-
bent Rep. Scott Tipton. Pace
quoted Tipton as saying that he
does not support expansion of
wilderness designations, which
Pace wholeheartedly supports.
Pace also pointed out that
despite what Tipton's campaign
publications say about his sup-
port of Medicare, "he voted to
defund Medicare three times in
order to give tax breaks to
multi-millionaires."

Asked by the Plaindealer how
he, a Pueblo resident, could rep-
resent both the Front Range and
the Western Slope, Pace pointed
out that the eastern areas of the
Third Congressional District
have the same agriculture and
water issues that the Western
Slope does.

Environmentalists, miners and
the scientific community gathered
in Silverton for the 2012 San Juan
Hardrock Mining and Water Quality
Mining Conference, created by the
Mountain Studies Institute on Apr.
26 and 27.

Over 130 people attended the
conference, including an Ethiopian
environmental engineering doctorate
student who attends the University of
Colorado and a Nepalese mining
engineer from Gallup, N.M.  

Thursday's sessions focussed on

geology, water quality, preserving
mining history, mine remediation,
new technologies, regulations,
industry perspectives and communi-
ty experiences with mine cleanups.
On Friday, attendees went on a field
trip to the Mayflower Mill, formerly
owned by Sunnyside Mining and
donated to the San Juan Historical
Society, and a trip to the Red and
Bonita mine to see the unforeseen
effects of “closure projects.”

The Red Mountain area has a
“wealth of minerals which make life
hard for plants and animals,”
explained Doug Yager, a geologist
for the U.S. Geological Survey. He

went on to explain that nearly all
the igneous rocks of the area were
hydrothermally altered in some way
during the middle Tertiary period
35 to 26 million years ago. 

The San Juan Mountains are the
largest erosional remnant of the com-
posite volcanic field that covered
much of the southern Rocky
Mountains at that time. After the
eruption, lava was replaced by pyrite
and seriate, which create acidic condi-
tions. These acidic conditions in the
water of the region existed long before
mining began in the late 1800s. Yager
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The first annual Ouray County Mud Fest was a huge success this weekend. (Above)
A modified mudder, sponsored by San Miguel Power Association, drives a victory
lap after completing the obstacle course.                Plaindealer photo by Jessi Marlatt
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The City of Ouray is about
to take a solid one-two combi-
nation square on its coffers.
The first blow is that revenue
tax growth is projected flat for
the year and property tax
income is expected to decline.
Blow number two comes in the
form of several sizable expen-
ditures not normally incurred.
Boiled down, this means less
income and more expense for
2012.

Lower income
Although tax income during

the busy season is on the rise, it
is not yet at the level it was
before the economy’s down-
turn in 2008. Housing and
property values continue to
decline, as assessed values by
the county now reflect.
Property tax income is expect-
ed to drop by approximately
$36,000 in 2012.

Abnormal expenditures
Several big expenses are

projected for the year. The
water tank project is a signifi-
cant expenditure. Why not wait
on the project? Well, if the city
does not complete the project
in 2012 it will lose the grant
money it worked so diligently
to obtain. The city is forced to
spend its money in order not to
lose the opportunity.

The second expenditure is
for the Ice Park purchase,
although funds previously ear-
marked from a land sale of
approximately $43,000, a dona-
tion from the Ouray Ice Park,
Inc. board of $6,000 and a
GOCO grant for $179,000 go a
long way toward covering the
$280,000 budgeted purchase
price. But again, why now
instead of when the economy
gets better? The wait may be a
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